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SPARK .

As the SPARK community
grows, so does our
understanding of autism.

Join SPARK — the largest autism research study ever.
It's online. It's simple. It's free.

To learn more about SPARK and register online, visit:

www.SPARKforAutism.org
¥/
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Autism Science Foundation

searching. solving. sharing.

The Autism Science Foundation provides funding directly to
scientists conducting cutting-edge autism research to discover
the causes of autism and develop better treatments. We also
provide information about autism to the general public and
support the needs of individuals with autism and their families.

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY BOARD

James C. McPartland, Ph.D.,
Board Chair

Brian Boyd, Ph.D.

Joseph D. Buxbaum, Ph.D.

Adriana Di Martino, M.D.

Emanuel DiCicco-Bloom, M.D.

Guoping Feng, Ph.D.

Shafali Jeste, M.D.

Ami Klin, Ph.D.

Eric London, M.D.

Catherine Lord, Ph.D. BOARD OF DIRECTORS
David Mandell, Sc.D. Scott Badesch, Chair
Eric Morrow, M.D., Ph.D. Bryan Harkins
Stephan Sanders, BMBS, Ph.D. Joe Joyce

Celine Saulnier, Ph.D. Michael Lewis
Robert T. Schultz, Ph.D. Dr. Paul A. Offit
Matthew State, M.D. Ph.D. Alison Singer
Michael Tranfaglia, M.D. Jonah Zimiles




Congratulations

on behalf of

The Ireland Family Foundation
and Extraordinary Ventures

Supporting autism research and direct
services for adults on the autism spectrum.

Employing men and women with autism
and other developmental disabilities.

irelandfamilyfoundation.org | evnc.org

The Ireland Famil extraordinary

FOUNDATIO VENTURES



Caryn Schwartzman Spirit

Amy Ursitti

Amy is incredibly honored to receive the Caryn
Schwartzman Spirit Award this year! She is personally
connected to autism through her younger brother Jack,
who was diagnosed with autism when he was two.
Jack has served as her greatest inspiration in life so far,
driving her to pursue research as an undergraduate

at Emory University in Atlanta on pain and sensory
sensitivity in adolescents with autism, and to serve as
the president of Emory Best Buddies. Since graduating
in 2022, Amy has been working as a clinical research
coordinator at Massachusetts General Hospital in
Boston, in the Neuroimaging of Mind-Body Interaction
and Treatment (NoMBIT) Lab. Outside of work, she
enjoys running and is currently training for the 2023
Boston Marathon as a charity runner for Nashoba
Learning Group, a school for individuals with autism
that her brother has attended for the past 15 years.
Amy hopes to pursue a career in medicine in the future.
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Pat
Schissel

2012

Allyson
Schwartzman

2013 2014 2015 2016

Mark Or. Paul bregg & Erin Lopes
Krinsky Offit Lorilreland & Tim Bak



Judith Ursitti

Judith Ursitti is vice president of government affairs

for Council of Autism Service Providers (CASP). A CPA
by training, she spent a decade working in the field

of tax accounting. Judith became immersed in autism
advocacy when her son, Jack, was diagnosed at age 2.
Since his diagnosis, she has worked on the passage,
implementation and enforcement of autism-related
legislation nationwide at the state and federal levels.
Judith has worked for Autism Speaks as their director of
state government affairs for over a decade and served
on the Massachusetts Autism Commission, where

she co-chaired the Commission’s 14-22/Employment
Subcommittee. She is the recipient of the Margaret
Bauman, MD Award for Excellence within the Autism
Community, the Advocates for Autism of Massachusetts
Commitment to Advocacy Award, the Autism Advocacy
in Action Award from the Long Island Behavior Analysis
Conference, the Champion Award from the Autism
Insurance Resource Center, and the Oklahoma Autism
Network’s Excellence in Autism Award. She has also run
10 marathons, including seven Boston’s, fundraising for
various autism-related charities.

d ; Judith lives with her family in Dover, MA, where she

" The Council of Autis) co-chairs the Dover Sherborn Special Education Parent
Advisory Council. She recently co-founded the Profound
Autism Alliance with her family to promote targeted
Judith and Amy Ursitti attending AAP research, advocacy and services for those with autism
and severe/profound intellectual disability.

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022

Liane Marjorie Bryan & Scott Fada Samantha

Carter Madfis Melissa Badesch Amaliti Els
Jonah 8 Harking flise & Phi Suzanne

Ellen Zimiles Orlando Wright
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SPEAKERS

Evdokia Anagnostou

Dr. Anagnostou is a child neurologist and professor of pediatrics at

the University of Toronto, and assistant director of Holland Bloorview
Research Institute. As a senior clinician scientist, she co-leads the Autism
Research Centre (ARC) at Holland Bloorview and University of Toronto.
She holds a Canada Research Chair in translational therapeutics in Autism
Spectrum Disorder (ASD) and the Dr. Stuart D. Sims Chair in autism at
Holland Bloorview. Dr. Anagnostou has received extensive international
funding to understand the underlying biological differences associated
with ASD and other neurodevelopmental differences, and translate

such understandings into potential novel interventions. She also has funding in health system innovation,
stakeholder engagement, and in understanding the meaning and impact of ASD in marginalized populations.
Dr. Anagnostou serves on multiple government committees on improving diagnostic and intervention
pathways, and several editorial boards and grant review panels. She has also been recognized for her
contributions to training young clinicians and scientists, and for her commitment to women in STEM. She
currently represents the America Region - North on the INSAR Global Senior Leaders committee.

William Bennet, Jr.

Dr. Bennett is the father of a 7-year-old with ASD and Phelan-McDermid
syndrome. He is also a pediatric gastroenterologist and clinical
researcher at Indiana University School of Medicine. His work involves
digestive health in individuals with ASD and neurodevelopmental
disorders, integration of mental and behavioral health services into
subspecialty care, and automation of gastrointestinal diagnoses and
decision support using artificial intelligence. He serves on the medical
and scientific advisory boards for the Phelan-McDermid Syndrome
Foundation, on the PCORI CEDS Advisory Board, and is director of
the Child Health Improvement Research Development Laboratory (CHIRDL) and scientific director of the
Indiana CTSI Patient Engagement Core at Indiana University.




Connor Kerns

Dr. Kerns is an associate professor in clinical psychology and director of the
Anxiety Stress and Autism Program (ASAP) at the University of British Columbia
in Vancouver, BC. Her research is focused on enhancing the functioning and
well-being of autistic individuals by improving our understanding and ability to
detect, prevent and treat anxiety and stress-related disorders (including post-
traumatic stress disorder) in children on the autism spectrum. To support her
research, Dr. Kerns has received private and federal funding, including early
career development awards from NICHD and the Michael Smith Foundation

for Health Research. She has published and presented internationally on her
findings and was recently awarded the UBC Killam Research Prize. Dr. Kerns has served on federal advisory boards
in both the U.S. and Canada to inform autism-related public policy, particularly related to mental health.

Ana Kostic

Dr. Kostic is an associate professor of psychiatry at the Icahn School of
Medicine at Mount Sinai, and the director of drug discovery and development
at the Seaver Autism Center for Research and Treatment. Dr. Kostic is a
clinical scientist with expertise in drug development, biomarkers, patient
selection and stratification. The main focus of her research is to identify
potential drug candidates for treatment of autism, design experimental
strategies for testing in neuronal cell systems and animal models, as well as to
discover and validate molecular biomarkers in autism. Specifically, her group
is interested in ADNP, DDX3X, FOXP1 and Phelan-McDermid syndromes,
common single-gene causes of autism. Prior to joining Mount Sinai, Dr. Kostic spent 11 years in the biotech/
pharmaceutical industry working in various roles across preclinical, clinical and precision medicine at Regeneron
Pharmaceuticals, and as senior director of translational medicine at Kiniksa Pharmaceuticals. She received her
Ph.D. and postdoctoral training in molecular and cell biology at Columbia University.

Kelsey C. Martin

Dr. Martin is the executive vice president of the Simons Foundation Autism
Research Initiative (SFARI) and the Simons Foundation Neuroscience
Collaborations. In this role, she supports large-scale basic, translational and
clinical neuroscience research around the globe. Dr. Martin is also a professor
of biological chemistry and psychiatry at UCLA, where her research lab
studies the molecular and cell biology of long-term memory, with a focus

on how experience alters gene expression to change connectivity between
neurons. Deeply committed to academic medicine, Dr. Martin served as dean
of the David Geffen School of Medicine at UCLA from 2015-2021. As dean, she
established programs in precision health and computational medicine, founded a master’s program in genetic
counseling, and developed a series of interdepartmental research initiatives spanning basic through clinical
research. After receiving a BA in English from Harvard, Dr. Martin was a public health Peace Corps volunteer in
the Democratic Republic of Congo. She then pursued MD-Ph.D. training at Yale University, receiving her MD and
her Ph.D. in molecular biophysics and biochemistry in 1992. She undertook postdoctoral training in neurobiology
with Nobel laureate Eric Kandel at Columbia University and joined the UCLA faculty in 1999. Dr. Martin was
elected to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences and the National Academy of Medicine in 2016.




James C. McPartland

Dr. McPartland is the Harris professor of child psychiatry and psychology

at the Yale Child Study Center. He is a practicing child psychologist and
director of the Yale Developmental Disabilities Clinic. Dr. McPartland is
director of the Yale Center for Brain and Mind Health and the principal
investigator of the Autism Biomarkers Consortium for Clinical Trials, a
U.S.-based effort to identify biomarkers to support intervention research in
autism. Dr. McPartland’s program of research investigates the brain bases
of neurodevelopmental conditions to develop biologically-based tools to
improve clinical care and quality of life for autistic people and their families.

Nicole Rosen

Nicole Rosen is a fourth-year doctoral student at the University of
California, Los Angeles (UCLA) working under the mentorship of

Dr. Catherine Lord. Nicole’s research interests include examining the
bidirectional relationship between autistic individuals and their siblings

on development across the lifespan. Specifically, her work has explored
the impact of sibling factors, including birth order, gender, gender match,
and diagnostic profile, on trajectories of adaptive behavior, autism
symptoms, and challenging behaviors among autistic individuals across
time. Additionally, Nicole and Dr. Lord have led ASF’s Next Generation
Siblings study at UCLA, aimed at understanding the influence of autistic individuals on the experiences, future
family planning decisions, and research interests of non-affected siblings and spouses through engaging in
focus groups and individual interviews. To complement these areas of research interest, Nicole works clinically
with autistic individuals and their families across the lifespan using evidence-based interventions to support
the broader family unit and to enhance well-being. Nicole is excited to share the findings from the Next
Generation Siblings study with you all as well as future directions for sibling research in autism!

Zack Williams

Zack Williams is an autistic MD/Ph.D. candidate in the Neuroscience
Graduate Program and Department of Hearing and Speech Sciences

at Vanderbilt University. He is also an affiliate of the Vanderbilt
University Frist Center for Autism and Innovation, co-chair of the Autism
Intervention Research Network on Physical Health (AIR-P) Autistic
Researchers Review Board, co-chair of the INSAR Autistic Researchers
Committee, and an autism consultant for Roche. Zack’s research focuses
on the sensory manifestations of autism in adulthood, the assessment
and treatment of co-occurring physical and mental health problems

in autistic adults, and the development of novel questionnaires and clinical measures to assess core and
associated features of autism across the lifespan. You can follow him on Twitter at @QuantPsychiatry.




SAVE THE DATE

TUESDAY, MAY 23,2023

Seaver Autism Center
271H ANNUAL
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION
AND AGENDA TO FOLLOW

For more information please contact:
emma.hempstead@mssm.edu

COURSE DIRECTOR
Joseph D. Buxbaum, PhD

A

Mount Seaver Autism
Sinai  Center for Research
and Treatment

f © @SeaverAutismCenter Y @SeaverAutism
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Congratulations to the
Autism Science Foundation
on its 10th
Day of Learning.

Thank you for all you do for the
autism community.

FOUMDATION FOR EMPOWERING CITIZENS WITH AUTISM

Foundation for Empowering Citizens
with Autism
March 30, 2023



WHERE POSSIBILITIES ARE ENDLESS ERNIE ELS

ELS FOR AUTISM®

Els for Autism Foundation was established in 2009 by Liezl and Ernie Els.
The Els’ son, Ben, is impacted by autism spectrum disorder (ASD). The
Foundation's global mission is to transform the lives of people with autism
and those who care for them through lifetime services and collaborative
partnerships.

Els for Autism is proud to partner with the Autism Science Foundation to
support the lives of siblings of individuals with ASD through

our Sam's Sibs Stick Together program. We are grateful to have Samantha
Els as the ambassador of this program.

To learn more, visit:
elsforautism.org & samssibssticktogether.com

PROUD PARTNER

Autism £, Sam s
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CaNVvas Dx Because Knowing is the First Step.

A New Path Forward

Canvas Dx is the first FDA-authorized tool that helps your doctor to diagnose
or rule out Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) in children between the ages
of 18 and 72 months at risk of developmental delay based on concerns of a parent,

caregiver or doctor.

Early Autism Diagnosis and Intervention
is an Opportunity for Your Child

For the last 20 years, the average age of autism
diagnosis has remained unchanged at 4 years
and 2 months. An average delay of 3 years
between initial parent concerns and diagnosis.

14 mos 4 yrs 2 mos
Parental Avg diagnosis
first concern

Early Intervention Window

\
Tyr 2yrs 3yrs 4yrs 5yrs

Delays in diagnosis can result in missed
opportunities during a critical time for your child’s
development. But that could soon change.

Early diagnosis and treatment of children with
autism can result in improved outcomes, helping
families to build upon their children’s specific
strengths.

Indications for Use

Introducing Canvas Dx

Canvas Dx utilizes new technology that has
been fine-tuned using data from thousands
of children at risk for developmental delays,
and may help diagnose children with autism
1% years earlier than the average age of
diagnosis.

Canvas Dx is simple to use, after
downloading the Canvas Dx App:

Step 1 You will fill out a short
questionnaire on your child’s
behavior and development

Step 2 You will record and upload two (2)
short videos of your child playing
and interacting at home with toys
and other people

Step 3 A questionnaire will be completed
by your child’s doctor

Once the 3 steps are completed, Canvas Dx
produces a result to help your child’s doctor
diagnose or rule out autism.

Canvas Dx is intended for use by healthcare providers as an aid in the diagnosis of Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) for patients ages 18 months
through 72 months who are at risk for developmental delay based on concerns of a parent, caregiver, or healthcare provider. The device is not
intended for use as a stand-alone diagnostic device but as an adjunct to the diagnostic process. The device is for prescription use only (Rx only).

For more information and detailed Indication for Use visit CanvasDx.com.




CONGRATULATIONS!

2023 Caryn Schwartzman Spirit Award Recipients

JUDITH URSITTI & AMY URSITTI

The Council of Autism Service Providers is proud of our Vice

President of Government Affairs Judith Ursitti and her brilliant . .
daughter Amy Ursitti for their sustained outstanding advocacy UL v deim Yol fiernets &t
on behalf of people with autism. Congratulations on this well-

The Council of Autism
A Service Providers
deserved recognition from the Autism Science Foundation.

10.28.23

BENEFITTING

’ Autism
Science
N\ Foundation
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Save the Date

June 4, 2023

Mulinos at Lake Isle | Eastchester, NY

Get your tickets today!
DancingStarsWestchester.com

Contact Julie Berger for additional information:
jberger@autismsciencefoundation.org

Benefitting the Autism Science Foundation

15
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CONGRATULATIONS
TO THE AUTISM
SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Marcus Autism Center, a subsidiary of Children’s Healthcare
of Atlanta, and Emory University School of Medicine thank
the Autism Science Foundation for their contributions to
autism research. Together, we can help improve the lives of

people with autism and make brighter futures possible.

7 Marcus

AUTISM CENTER

Visit marcus.org to learn more.
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Foundation

CONGRATULATIONS!

Judith and Amy Ursitti

on being honored with the

2023
Caryn Schwartzman

Spirit Award

-Your Friends at the Autism Science Foundation




; AutismBrainNet

Advancing research through the gift of brain donation

Autism BrainNet facilitates
research to better understand
the causes of autism and related
neurodevelopmental conditions.

For more information:

Call: 877-333-0999 | We are available 24/7
Visit: AutismBrainNet.org

Autism BrainNet is a program of SFAR |z e e

S\
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National Council on Severe Autism
commends
Autism Science Foundation
for its leadership on matters of great
urgency to individuals and families
affected by profound autism.

A

/

NCSAutism.org
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Pioneering research starts with
talented people committed to
finding answers. Thank you ASF for
being a shining light in the world of
autism science.

\ |

“Q\ @ Humans start as molecules
Escher Fund g\ for Autism

GermlineExposures.org



A proud partner to all who are illuminating
new research paths and treatments for
autism spectrum disorders

O.f EEE
MapLight S a
Redefiningthe Standard of [=]5E:

Care for Brain Disorders maplightrx.com
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Proud Partner of The Autism Science Foundation

Change Your Purchase <=specTrum
Change Our Future

ELEVATE YOUR BRAND WHILE SUPPORTING AUTISM EMPLOYMENT!

Screen Printing e Global Shipping
Embroidery ¢ Fulfillment Services &
Direct to Garment Post-Production
Promotional Products

1 0% OIE[E  spplestotems) oy

ALL ORDERS* (shipping and setups not included)

o wd D
+PCOAR

*Promotion ends Sunday, May 21, 11:59pm
e sales@spectrumdesigns.org Q 516.767.7187 ext. 1

Use code ASF10

Spectrum Designs is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit dedicated to creating meaningful,
inclusive employment opportunities for people on the Autism Spectrum.
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B O O K ST ORE

and

The Zimiles Family

proudly support the

AUTISM SCIENCE FOUNDATION
and the
DAY OF LEARNING

179 Maplewood Avenue | Maplewood, NJ 07040 | 973.763.9500

wordsbookstore.com
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Let's talk about

0 oW e

Developmental

outcomes of siblings-of
children with ASD

Children with siblings diagnosed with
ASD are about 3x more likely to have
mild-to-moderate developmental
delays than children without diagnosed

siblings Repetitive behavior is

likely to be more evident in
children with affected
siblings

- TV ey LRl e

Social and Tommunication skills

of children with autistic silings
are likely to be lower than
average

These developmental delays may
occur in sibs but that does not mean
they have ASD

Maelyn Fulton, Fabiana Casis and the
BSRC Communication Committee

B S R C . \5| |

AUTISM BABY SIBLINGS /'}
RESEARCH CONSORTIUM

To learn more see:

Charman, T., Young, G. S., Brian, J., Carter, A., Carver, L. J., Chawarska, K., Curin, S., Dobkins, K., Elsabbagh, M., Georgiades, S., Hertz-Picciotto, I., Hutman, T.,
Iverson, J. M., Jones, E. J., Landa, R., Macari, S., Messinger, D. S., Nelson, C. A., Ozonoff, S., Saulnier, C., ... Zwaigenbaum, L. (2017). Non-ASD outcomes at 36
months in siblings at familial risk for autism spectrum disorder (ASD): A baby siblings research consortium (BSRC) study. Autism research: official journal of the
International Society for Autism Research, 10(1), 169-178. https://doi.org/10.1002/aur.1669



GENENTECH EMBRACES
THE INCREASINGLY
WORLD AROUND US.

Our mission is to be the industry leader to BELONGING

deliver scientific innovations that drive better INCLUSIVE RESEARCH
outcomes for our people, patients, business,

and communities by advancing and boldly & HEALTH EQUITY

championing diversity, equity, and inclusion. SOCIETY

Genentech GENE.COM/GOOD

A Member of the Roche Group
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